
 August 29, 2007, marks the two year anniversary of Hurricane 
Katrina. And for the last two years Delta photographer Will  H. Jacks 
has known he wanted to document the effect of this hurricane on New 
Orleans. Jacks also knew the project had to be right, both creatively 
and emotionally.  
           ÒI knew I would not be able to add to the wealth of photography 
that has been done already which objectively documents the 
destruction Katrina brought to the city. But I came to realize there was 
another story I could tell - a story about the incredible faith of the 
people of the City of New Orleans.Ó
 Since the August 29, 2005, storm, the city has witnessed more than 
one million people flee. Only some have returned. According to the 
FEMA Index monthly report, since Katrina hit, the population of New 
Orleans has dropped by 51%. But that statistic means some are coming 
home - and it  is the faith of these returning residents which inspired 
JacksÕ photographic work, ÒNew Orleans,Ó opening on KatrinaÕs two 
year anniversary at The Warehouse in Cleveland, Mississippi.  

ÒMy wife is from New Orleans and we have been back to the 
city many times since the storm.  When I visit my New Orleans family 
and friends it  seems to me that one of the biggest issues for the people 
there is faith - faith that the city  will  one day return to her former 
beautiful self, faith that neighbors will  come home, faith that the 
levees will  not fail them again.  And, of course, for people like my 
mother-in-law and father-in-law who both live in homes they have re-
built at the door step of Lake Pontchatrain, you just have to have faith 
there wonÕt be another storm that gets even close.Ó.
 Indeed, faith is tough to come by these days in the Crescent City, 75% 
of which sits in a flood plain, nearly all  of the city is at or below sea 
level; but despite the obvious fears, people are slowly, but surely 
rebuilding. In New Orleans, however, before you rebuild, you must 
clean-up. According to a FEMA report, in Orleans Parish, 3,187 flood 
ravaged structures had to be torn down Post-Katrina, and there are 
5,187 which remain on the waiting list. FEMA also reports that 
14,639,385 total cubic yards of debris has been removed from Orleans 
Parish to date Ð thatÕs roughly the size of 3,000 football fields.

 For Jacks, the ÒNew OrleansÓ collection is an effort to remind people 
that the work in New Orleans and on the Gulf Coast is progressing, but 
it  is far from finished.
 ÒEarly on my mother-in-law began asking me when I  was going to 
photograph New Orleans.  We would be visiting, looking at magazines 
and books documenting the hurricane, and she would always look at 
me and say ÔWhen are you going to do this?Õ.  And honestly, it  was 
intimidating for me.  Intimidating because of the magnitude of the 
hurricane itself, intimidating because of the wealth of wonderful 
pictures already out there, intimidating because IÕm not a nativeÑwhat 
right did I have to insert myself into this story?Ó
 Ò It  has taken the last two years for me to realize what type of 
contribution I could make that wouldnÕt be a repetition of what is 
already out there.  The city is such a contrast right now.  Some areas 
are greatÑbetter than ever.  Like the French Quarter.  But go 10 
blocks and it still  looks like a war zone.  In creating these images, the 
attempt was to show the range of emotions IÕve seen my friends and 
family go through - are still  going through Ð because of the upheaval 
in  their lives and the strong contrast of living  there right now.  I chose 
to focus on New Orleans because I have seen first hand the ongoing 
struggle by the people I love.  My  hope is that through these images, I 
am able to illustrate the joy, the sorrow, the faith, the anger, the 
frustration - every emotion possible - felt  by the people effected by the 
hurricane.Ó
 ÒNew OrleansÓ opens on August 29, 2007, and runs through the end 
of September at The Warehouse located at 229 North Sharpe Avenue in 
Cleveland, Mississippi. The opening reception is August 29 from 6:00 
p.m. until 9:00 p.m. The reception and continuing show are free and 
open to the public.    
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