NeW Orleans ~images by Will H. Jacks

August 29, 2007, marks the two year anniversaryof Hurricane
Katrina. And for the lasttwo yearsDelta photographeVill H. Jacks
hasknown he wantedto documenthe effect of this hurricaneon New
Orleans.Jacksalso knew the projecthadto be right, both creatively
andemotionally

Olknew! would not be ableto addto thewealthof photography
that has been done already which objectively documents the
destructiorKatrinabroughtto the city. But | cameto realizetherewas
anotherstory | could tell - a story aboutthe incredible faith of the
peopleof the City of New Orleans.O

Sincethe August 29, 2005, storm, the city haswitnessedmore than
one million peopleflee. Only somehave returned.According to the
FEMA Indexmonthly report,sinceKatrinahit, the populationof New
Orleanshasdroppedby 51%.But thatstatisticmeanssomearecoming
home- andit is the faith of thesereturningresidentswhich inspired
Jacks@hotographiowork, ONewOrleans,®@peningon Katrina®two
yearanniversaryat TheWarehousén Cleveland Mississippi.

OMywife is from New Orleansandwe havebeenbackto the
city manytimessincethe storm. Whenl visit my New Orleansfamily
andfriendsit seemdo methatoneof the biggestissuedor the people
thereis faith - faith that the city will one day returnto her former
beautiful self, faith that neighborswill come home, faith that the
leveeswill not fail them again. And, of course,for peoplelike my
motherin-law andfatherin-law who bothlive in homesthey havere-
built at the door stepof Lake Pontchatrainyou just haveto havefaith
therewon®be anotherstormthatgetsevenclose.O.

Indeed faith is toughto comeby thesedaysin the Crescentity, 75%
of which sitsin a flood plain, nearlyall of the city is at or below sea
level; but despitethe obvious fears, people are slowly, but surely
rebuilding. In New Orleans,however before you rebuild, you must
clean-upAccordingto a FEMA report,in OrleansParish,3,187flood
ravagedstructureshad to be torn down Post-Katrina,and there are
5,187 which remain on the waiting list. FEMA also reports that
14,639,3850tal cubicyardsof debrishasbeenremovedfrom Orleans
Parishto datebthat®&roughlythe sizeof 3,000football fields.
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For Jacksthe ONewOrleans@ollectionis an effort to remind people
thatthework in New Orleansandon the Gulf Coastis progressingbut
it is far from finished.

OEarlyon my motherin-law beganaskingme when| was going to
photographNew Orleans. We would be visiting, looking at magazines
and booksdocumentingthe hurricane,and shewould alwayslook at
me and say OWherare you going to do this?0.And honestly it was
intimidating for me. Intimidating becauseof the magnitudeof the
hurricane itself, intimidating becauseof the wealth of wonderful
picturesalreadyout there intimidating becausé®rmot a nativeNwhat
right did I haveto insertmyselfinto this story?0

Olt has taken the last two yearsfor me to realize what type of
contribution | could make that wouldn®be a repetition of what is
alreadyout there. The city is sucha contrastright now. Someareas
are greatNbetter than ever Like the FrenchQuarter But go 10
blocksandit still lookslike awar zone. In creatingtheseimagesthe
attemptwasto showthe rangeof emotionslOveseenmy friends and
family go through- arestill going throughb becausef the upheaval
in their lives andthe strongcontrastof living thereright now. | chose
to focus on New Orleansbecausd haveseenfirst handthe ongoing
struggleby the peoplel love. My hopeis thatthroughtheseimages)|
am able to illustrate the joy, the sorrow the faith, the anger the
frustration- everyemotionpossible- felt by the peopleeffectedby the
hurricane.O

ONewOrleans@penson August 29, 2007, and runs throughthe end
of Septembeat The Warehouséocatedat 229 North SharpeAvenuein
Cleveland Mississippi. The openingreceptionis August29 from 6:00
p.m. until 9:00 p.m. The receptionand continuingshow are free and
opento the public.
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